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air are forced through the container in one minute. Injurious effect s» \\lll
not be produced by v earing the respirator. The resistance in the orhdi;!
pattern of container is considerably bekm this figure.
The dead space in the respirator hits been reduced to a minimum, so Rehwathing ^
that an insignificant amount of air Is rebreathed.	^ raiijaa!mr
The slight resistance to breathing is liable to be greatly exaggerated Psvchological
by persons of a ner\ous disposition, who complain of a feeling of suffo- *^c*
cation. This, however, Is largely subjective and can be overcome by
experience and training.
Anti-gas (protective) ointment has been advocated provisionally as Oimment
part of the personal protective equipment. Although this ointment,
which is prepared with bleach, will neutralize an\ liquid rrustard gas
which has not already penetrated the skin, it will caui>e Irritation if
applied often or allowed to remain in contact with the skin for any
length of time. This type of ointment cannot be applied to the skin in
anticipation of contamination occurring. The use of these ointments
as at present prepared is limited to minor degrees of contamination.
The application of the ointment to the exposed surfaces only will not
prevent the person from becoming a casualty \\hen the clothing has
been contaminated,
(3)—Collective Protection
(a)	Preparatory Measures
The general scheme suggested Is to appoint a Central Gas Defence
Directorate which will divide the town into sub-areas self-contained as
regards gas defence. Arrangements will be made for the provision of
gas-proof rooms in each house as far as possible, common gas-proof
shelters in suitable positions, and the sounding of the gas-alarm. In-
structions should be issued to ensure that the population is conversant
with these measures and knows exactly what to do in the event of a gas-
alarm. This knowledge will prevent panic, which is, perhaps, the greatest
of all dangers. Special de-contamination squads with protective cloth-
ing and the necessary stores and equipment will be organized. During
an air raid the police and fire-brigade organizations will be fully occupied
with their own special duties.
(b)	Treatment of Contaminated Persons and Casualties
All persons who have been contaminated with a vesicant gas will
require de-contamination. Casualties may be placed in three main cate-
gories, those who require (i) simple de-contamination of the body and
of the clothing, (ii) de-contamination together with treatment of the
effects of the gas, and (iii) de-contamination together with treatment of
gunshot wounds and other injuries. The organization designed to deal
with a few casualties is comparatively simple. Difficulties arise, however,
when many persons have to be dealt with simultaneously. Plans of a
reception station are given in Air Raid Precautions Hand Book No. 1,
The accommodation consists essentially of rooms for undressing, wash-
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